THE MINISTER AND POLAND^ POLICY
failed to attract the votes at Geneva; whereupon
Ramsay MacDonald and Sir John Simon hied them-
selves to Rome at the invitation of Mussolini, and there
it was that the Four-Power Pact was born.
There was a great deal of mystery about this proposal
of a Four-Power Pact. Ramsay MacDonald was, in
particular, extremely evasive as to its scope in the House
of Commons. But it was plain that it touched the
Polish ideas and sentiments at a very tender point.
Marshal Pilsudski, in particular, was bound to conclude
that it went against all these efforts which he had made,
both during and after the War, to build up Poland as a
Power to be considered in the economy of the future*
In effect it made four Powers: Great Britain, France,
Germany, and Italy, a kind of Directory presumably
to revise treaties and carve out a new Europe according
to their own sweet wills. The old Polish Marshal saw
that it would never do and set out to consider fresh
methods outside of Geneva, whereby the Polish nation
could be vindicated and secured. Colonel Beck, his
Foreign IMinister, afterwards crystallized his own indi-
vidual reaction in the significant slogan: ** Nothing
about us without us/'1 This in a very real sense is an
abstract and epitome of the whole tenor and import of
Polish policy during the course of his subsequent
career.
1 The Polish of this is : *' Ntc o nas be% na$" It is one of those
few slogans which do not lose by translation.